Service of Readings
Good Friday April 2nd
Welcome and Introduction
Matthew 26: 6-16 Jesus Anointed at Bethany

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came to him
with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he
was reclining at the table.
When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked.
“This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the
poor.”
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not
always have me. When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare
me for burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world,
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and
asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted
out for him thirty pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to
hand him over.
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Mark 14:12-26 The Last Supper

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to
sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to
go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The
Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make
preparations for us there.”
The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.
When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they were reclining at the
table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating
with me.”
They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?”
“It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. The
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays
the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all
drank from it.
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them.
“Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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Matthew 26: 36-46 Gethsemane

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to
them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to
them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep
watch with me.”
Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep
watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not
fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup
to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.
So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the
same thing.
Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of
sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
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John 18: 1-14 Jesus arrested
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.
Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there
with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers
and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying
torches, lanterns and weapons.
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who
is it you want?”
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When
Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.
Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these
men go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have
not lost one of those you gave me.”
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father
has given me?”
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials
arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the fatherin-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised
the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.
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Luke 22: 54-62 Peter Disowns Jesus
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest.
Peter followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of
the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl
saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man
was with him.”
But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.
A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a
Galilean.”
Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was
speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.
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Mark 15: 1-15 Jesus before Pilate
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law
and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and
handed him over to Pilate.
“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.
The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you
going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.”
But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.
Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people
requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had
committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for
them what he usually did.
“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it
was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But the
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.
“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them.
“Crucify him!” they shouted.
“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus
flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
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Matthew 27: 27-31 The Soldiers mock Jesus
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole
company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in
his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the
Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head
again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
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Luke 23: 26-43 The Crucifixion of Jesus
As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way
in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A
large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for
him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;
weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say,
‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that
never nursed!’ Then:
“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”
and to the hills, “Cover us!”’
For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is
dry?”
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When
they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the
criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting
lots.
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said,
“If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

15

16

John 19: 28-37 The Death of Jesus
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked
a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’
lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.
Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the
Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The
soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified
with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth,
and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the
scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”
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John 19: 38-42 The Burial of Jesus
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a
disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s
permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus,
the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish
burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the
Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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The Stations of the Cross video https://tinyurl.com/4z8pcfu8
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